
COUNCIL MEETING

NOVEMBER 20, 2019

The Council Meeting of the Council of the County of Kaua’i was called to order
by Council Chair Arryl Kaneshiro at the Council Chambers, 4396 Rice Street,
Suite 201, Lihu’e, Kaua’i, on Wednesday, November 20, 2019 at 8:32 a.m., after which
the following Members answered the call of the roll:

Honorable Arthur Brun (present at 8:33 a.m.)
Honorable Mason K. Chock
Honorable Felicia Cowden
Honorable Luke A. Evslin
Honorable Ross Kagawa
Honorable KipuKai Kuali’i (present at 8:34 a.m.)
Honorable Arryl Kaneshiro

APPROVAL OF AGENDA.

Councilmember Chock moved for approval of the agenda, as circulated,
seconded by Councilmember Cowden.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone in the public wishing to testify
on the agenda?

There being no objections, the rules were suspended to take public testimony.

There being no one present to provide testimony, the meeting was called back
to order, and proceeded as follows:

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Seeing none, members, is there any
discussion?

The motion for approval of the agenda, as circulated, was then put, and
carried by a vote of 5:0:2 (Councilmembers Brun and Kuali’i were excused).

Council Chair Kaneshiro: The motion is carried. Clerk, next item,
please.

(Councilmember Brun was noted as present.)

MINUTES of the fol1owin~ meetings of the Council:

October 23, 2019 Council Meeting
November 6, 2019 Council Meeting
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Councilmember Chock moved to approve the Minutes as circulated, seconded
by Councilmember Cowden.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone in the audience wishing to
testify on the Minutes?

There being no objections, the rules were suspended to take public testimony.

There being no one present to provide testimony, th~ meeting was called back
to order, and proceeded as follows:

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Seeing none, is there any discussion from the
members?

The motion to approve the Minutes, as circulated, was then put, and carried
by a vote of 6:0:1 (Councilmember Kuali’i was excused).

Council Chair Kaneshiro: The motion is carried.

CONSENT CALENDAR:

C 2019-246 Communication (10/21/2019) from Derek S.K. Kawakami, Mayor,
transmitting for Council consideration and confirmation, the following Mayoral
reappointments to various Boards and Commissions for the County of Kaua’i:

a. Board of Ethics

• Susan H. Burriss — Term ending 12/31/2022

b. Board of Review

• Craig A. De Costa — Term ending 12/31/2022
• Christopher A. White — Term ending 12/31/2022

c. Charter Review Commission

• Charles Patrick Stack — Term ending 12/31/2022
• Jan W. TenBruggencate — Term ending 12/31/2022

d. Civil Service Commission

• Vonnell F. Ramos — Term ending 12/31/2022

e. Fire Commission

• Michael Martinez — Term ending 12/31/2022
• Chad K. Pacheco — Term ending 12/31/2022
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f. Liquor Control Commission

• Maryanne W. Kusaka — Term ending 12/31/202~2

g. Police Commission

• Gerald Bahouth — Term ending 12/31/2022
• Roy M. Morita — Term ending 12/31/2022

h. Public Access, Open Space, Natural Resources Prevention Fund
Commission

• Shaylyn K. Kimura (At-Large) — Term ending 12/31/2022
• Herman J. Texeira (Kapa’a / Wailua) — Term ending

12/31/2022

Councilmember Chock moved to receive C 2019-246 for the record, seconded
by Councilmember Kagawa.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone in the audience wishing to
testify on the Consent Calendar?

There being no objections, the rules were suspended to take publictestimony.

There being no one present to provide testimony, the meeting was called back
to order, and proceeded as follows:

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Seeing none, is there any discussion from the
members?

The motion to receive C 20 19-246 for the record was then put, and carried by
a vote of 6:0:1 (Councilmember Kuali’i was excused).

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Motion carried. Next item.

COMMUNICATIONS:

C 2019-247 Communication (10/22/2019) from the Deputy Fire Chief,
requesting Council approval to accept a donation from the Kaua’i Lifeguard Association
(KLA) of a 40-foot used Matson container and delivery costs, valued at $3,600.00, which
will help in storing equipment at Wanini Beach upon the approval of the Planning
Commission: Councilmember Chock moved to approve C 2019-247 with a thank-you
letter to follow, seconded by Councilmember Brun.

(Councilmember Kuali’i was noted as present.)
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Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone in the audience wishing to
testifSr on this?

There being no objections, the rules were suspended to take public testimony.

There being no one present to provide testimony, the meeting was called back
to order, and proceeded as follows:

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Are there any questions or comments from the
members? I do not know if the Fire Department is present, though.

Councilmember Cowden: I would like to make a comment.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Okay.

Councilmember Cowden: Ijust want to really appreciate the use of these
containers. I see that we have one at the end of the road at Kë’ë. Having one at the
Wanini area will be really helpful and so I want to acknowledge the gift that we received
from KLA and that it is very valuable down there at the beach. It makes a much better
organization ease for our staff.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Kagawa.

Councilmember Kagawa: I just want to thank KLA for getting this done
and for helping to store our equipment. I know in the past we allowed Kapa’a Pop
Warner to use that container for storage when they did not have a storage facility and
there are other numerous organizations that have asked to put things in there. Our
former Parks & Recreation Director.. . at the end started to frown upon those requests
because he said it was an eyesore; however, it is all about balance. When you are losing
thousands of dollars of equipment and things, sometimes it is an eyesore, but it is also
protecting property. I do not know what the deal is now with the new Parks &
Recreation Director; he is very quiet. We need to take each request and if there is a
quick way to safely store the equipment. . .because it is very hard to steal a Matson
container and it is very long for the County to build a facility to store things. When
volunteers want to do it, they make it very hard for the volunteers to do it. You have to
jump through a lot ofhoops. Please, Administration, relook at the policy regarding the
use of these storage containers. The former Parks & Recreation Director is no longer
there and we can change direction, if necessary. It is very valuable to me to use these
things and protect them whether it be the County’s equipment or whether it be
equipment for the users. Again, this is not a dictatorship. Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone else? Councilmember Cowden.

Councilmember Cowden: I just want to say that I most recently noticed
the one at Kë’ê and when I saw it, it did not look like an eyesore to me at all. My
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instinctive reaction was one of relief. Just understanding how dangerous that area is
and how important it is to have whatever you need right there and not have to waste
time having to drag equipment out every morning. I thought it was done very tastefully,
set nicely, and I was pleased and proud to see our Fire Department logo right on it. I
took a picture of it and posted it; I was happy about it. Good job on that.

Council Chair Kanesbiro: Is there anyone else?

The motion to approve C 20 19-247 with a thank-you letter to follow was then put,
and unanimously carried.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Motion carried. Thank you. Next item.

C 2019-248 Communication (10/25/2019) from Ka’aina S. Hull, Clerk of the
Planning Commission, transmitting the Planning Commission’s recommendation to
amend Chapter 8, Kaua’i County Code 1987, as amended, Relating to Class IV Zoning
Permits of the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance: Councilmember Kuali’i moved to
receive C 2019-248 for the record, seconded by Councilmember Brun.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: We will have the discussion on this at Bills for
First Reading. Is there anyone in the audience wishing to testi~ on the
Communication?

There being no objections, the rules were suspended to take public testimony.

There being no one present to provide testimony, the meeting was called back
to order, and proceeded as follows:

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Seeing none. Is there any discussion from the
members? Seeing none.

The motion to receive C 20 19-248 for the record was then put, and unanimously
carried.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Motion carried. Next item.

C 2019-249 Communication (10/30/2019) from the Executive on Aging,
requesting Council approval to receive and expend Federal funds, in the amount of
$5,518.00 for the Fiscal Year 2020, for the Nutrition Services Incentive ProgTam (NSIP)
provision of congregate and home-delivered meals, and to indemnity the State
Executive Office on Aging: Councilmember Kuali’i moved to approve C 2019-249,
seconded by Councilmember Brun.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Are there any questions from the members?
Councilmember Kagawa, I think you ask the same question every time about the Meals
on Wheels Program, but up to you.
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Councilmember Kagawa: I am good.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Okay. Are there any questions?

Councilmember Cowden: I do not have a question, but I just have a
comment.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone in the public wishing to testify
on this item?

There being no objections, the rules were suspended to take public testimony.

There being no one present to provide testimony, the meeting was called back
to order, and proceeded as follows:

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Seeing none. Councilmember Cowden.

Councilmember Cowden: I just want to appreciate our Aging Affairs
Committee for what they do and having this. We did talk about this quite a bit with
our food service and acknowledging Kaua’i Economic Opportunity (KEO), and just
how important it is to be getting food out. Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Kagawa.

Councilmember Kagawa: I just want to thank the Office on Elderly
Affairs, too. More than just the fact of the meals.. .the meals are very important, but
it is the visits and our staff that goes out and visits our küpuna, and that is priceless,
so I want to thank you for your agency, for your work, and all the dedication of the
workers at your office.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone else? The motion on the floor
is to approve.

The motion to approve C 2019-249 was then put, and unanimously carried.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Motion carried. Next item, please.

C 2019-250 Communication (11/08/2019) from the Director of Finance,
transmitting for Council consideration, A Bill For An Ordinance Amending Ordinance
No. B-2019-856, As Amended, Relating To The Operating Budget Of The County Of
Kaua’i, State Of Hawai’i, For The Fiscal Year July 1, 2019 Through June 30, 2020, By
Revising The Amounts Estimated In The Housing Development Fund, to maintain 417
acres of land purchased in Waimea, to include regular mowing, canal cleaning, and
security: Councilmember Kuali’i moved to receive C 20 19-250 for the record, seconded
by Councilmember Brun.
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Council Chair Kaneshiro: Again, we will take the discussion when we get
to the bill; this is just the Communication. Is there anyone in the audience wishing to
testier on this item?

There being no objections, the rules were suspended to take public testimony.

There being no one present to provide testimony, the meeting was called back
to order, and proceeded as follows:

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Seeing none, is there any final discussion
from the members?

The motion to receive C 2019-250 for the record was then put, and unanimously
carried.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Motion carried. Next item.

C 2019-251 Communication (11/08/2019) from the Director of Finance,
requesting Council approval of the First Hawaiian Bank Service Contract and
indemnification provision contain therein, for lockbox services relating to sewer
payments: Councilmember Kuali’i moved to approve C 2019-251, seconded by
Councilmember Brun.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Are there any questions from the members?

There being no objections, the rules were suspended.

Councilmember Cowden: Thank you so much. I just wondered if you
could give us and the viewers an explanation of what you are doing and why.

MICHELLE L. LIZAMA, Deputy Director of Finance: Sure. Good
morning, Michelle Lizama, Deputy Director of Finance. This contract is for lockbox
services for the Sewer Department. Mail-in payments come into our Treasury Division
and in order to be more efficient, we want to send those payments to First Hawaiian
lockbox services.

Councilmember Cowden: Which means it goes to the bank directly.

Ms. Lizama: Correct.

Councilmember Cowden: So this saves time at the County and a quicker
deposit.

Ms. Lizama: Correct.
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Councilmember Cowden: It is a simple move towards efficiency. Okay.
Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Right now someone has to manually count the
checks, right?

Ms. Lizama: Correct.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: And sending it to the lockbox and then First
Hawaiian Bank will automatically put the checks to whatever account they have, and
then any discrepancies will come back that we will have to look at. This will save a lot
of time.

Councilmember Cowden: It makes it right back into our booking system,
right, so it is just simpler. Thank you so much for that effort.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone else with questions? If not,
thank you. Is there anyone in the audience wishing to testify on this item?

There being no objections, the rules were suspended to take public testimony.

There being no one present to provide testimony, the meeting was called back
to order, and proceeded as follows:

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Seeing none. Is there any discussion from the
members? The motion on the floor is to approve.

The motion to approve C 2019-251 was then put, and unanimously carried.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Motion carried. We are going to skip
C 20 19-252 to the end of the meeting. We will probably have a lot of questions on this
and I do not want to hold up everyone else on it. I think we can get through the rest
of the agenda pretty quickly. We will skip C 2019-252. Next items are the Committee
Reports.

There being no objections, the Committee Reports were taken out of order.

COMMITT’EE REPORTS:

PUBLIC WORKS & VETERANS SERVICES COMMflI’EE:

A report (No. PWVS 20 19-09) submitted by the Public Works & Veterans
Services Committee, recommending that the following by Received for the Record:

“PWVS 2019-05 — Communication (10/30/2019) from Committee Chair
Kagawa, requesting the presence of the Mayor and the Managing Director, to
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discuss the infrastructure and other contributions of the Kekaha Agriculture
Association,”

Councilmember Kuali’i moved for approval of the report, seconded by
Councilmember Brun.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone in the audience wishing to
testif~r on this item?

There being n~ objections, the rules were suspended to take public testimony.

There being no one present to provide testimony, the meeting was called back
to order, and proceeded as follows:

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Seeing none. Is there any discussion from the
members? Councilmember Kagawa.

Councilmember Kagawa: I know it is probably not appropriate to have
discussion during the approval of the committee reports, but I just want to say that I
got a lot of thanks from people who saw the video from Landis Ignacio. That fifteen
(15) minute video really made people aware that it was a huge loss and the
responsibility of that water system is just unbelievable. You ask yourself, “How did
they go all the way up there one hundred (100) years ago and do all of those things?”
I am really happy that I decided.. .1 will pat myself on the back and I was really happy
that I decided to put that on the Committee Meeting. I believe that is that important
that we expose how important KAA (Kekaha Agriculture Association) is and the
accomplishments of an incredible individual like Landis. Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Cowden.

Councilmember Cowden: I want to thank you Councilmember Kagawa
for doing that and I want to acknowledge how many people did watch and see that. I
always leave my phone put away while I am here, but what. I saw when I got finished
with the meeting is I had a whole slew of positive comments from the north and the
east side. That was brand new information for many people and I think it was a value
and many people were watching it even as it was on, so shout out to Hö’ike for
televising these meetings and I think you achieved your objective.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone else?

The motion for approval of the report was then put, and unanimously carried.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Motion carried. Next item, please.

HOUSING & INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE:

A report (HIR 2019-03) submitted by the Housing & Intergovernmental
Relations Committee, recommending that the following be Received for the Record:
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“HIR 2019-01 — Communication (11/06/2019) from Council Chair
Kaneshiro, requesting the presence of the Housing Director, to provide an
update on the Adolescent Treatment & Healing Center,”

Councilmember Kuali’i moved for approval of the report, seconded by
Councilmember Brun.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone in the audience wishing to
testifSr on this item?

There being no objections, the rules were suspended to take public testimony.

There being no one present to provide testimony, the meeting was called back
to order, and proceeded as follows:

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Seeing none. Is there any discussion from the
members?

The motion for approval of the report was then put, and unanimously carried.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Motion carried. Next item, please.

FINANCE & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE:

A report (FED 20 19-05) submitted by the Finance & Economic Development
Committee, recommending that the following be Received for the Record:

“FED 2019-02 — Communication (09/04/2019) from the Director of
Economic Development, requesting agenda time to present general information
on progress, next steps, and collaborative options that have come from the Rose-
Ringed Parakeet Working Group,”

A report (FED 20 19-06) submitted by the Finance & Economic Development
Committee, recommending that the following be Received for the Record:

“FED 20 19-03 — Communication (09/04/2019) from the Director of
Economic Development, requesting agenda time to present general information
on the progress of the North Shore Shuttle Project,”

Councilmember Kuali’i moved for approval of the reports, seconded by
Councilmember Brun.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone in the audience wishing to
testifSr on these items?

There being no objections, the rules were suspended to take public testimony.
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There being no one present to provide testimony, the meeting was called back
to order, and proceeded as follows:

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Seeing none. Is there any discussion from the
members?

The motion for approval of the reports was then put, and unanimously carried.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Motion carried. Next item, please.

RESOLUTIONS:

Resolution No. 2019-55 - RESOLUTION CONFIRMING MAYORAL
REAPPOINTMENT TO THE BOARD OF ETHICS (Susan H. Burriss): Councilmember
Kuali’i moved for adoption of Resolution No. 2019-55, seconded by Councilmember
Chock.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone in the audience wishing to
testify on this item?

There being no objections, the rules were suspended to take public testimony.

There being no one present to provide testimony, the meeting was called back
to order, and proceeded as follows:

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there any discussion from the members?
Councilmember Kagawa.

Councilmember Kagawa: As I look through all of these and a lot of them
are recurring, continuing to serve additional years. That tells me that a lot ofthem came
from the Carvaiho Administration and are great picks, but my question is if at some
point do the Administration as they go forward with making these picks, do they look
at the accomplishments of them on that board? I hear some of them say, “We hardly
meet,” and really, you are on the board by name, but not much is done. My thinking is
if they are valuable individuals, maybe try to switch them around, try a different board,
and maybe they will actually get something done rather than just meet and give
certificates to people. What are the accomplishments of the board and if they are not
doing much and you see that they are valuable, move them around. Why leave them in
the same spot if they are not getting much done in the spot they were on? They are
volunteering, right? Why do we not utilize them? We should utilize their talents. A 1~t
of them are successful businessmen, attorneys, and what have you. That is the way you
can improve over the previous Administration, let your boards do more of the work that
can improve the County and government. I am just saying.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Cowden.
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Councilmember Cowden: Can I ask Ellen to come forward?

Council Chair Kaneshiro: I will suspend the rules.

There being no objections, the rules were suspended.

ELLEN CHING, Boards & Commissions Administrator: Good morning,
Ellen Ching, Boards & Commissions Administrator.

Councilmember Cowden: I attend a lot of these meetings.

Ms. Ching: Yes, you do.

Councilmember Cowden: I am probably one (1) of the hardest citizens
relative to the commissions. Almost every one of these with the exception of one (1) is a
second term. The Resolution with Pat Stack, I believe, he has been on other
commissions. I just want to say how much I deeply appreciate the commissioners. It is
not very easy to get them, is that correct?

Ms. Ching: It is not very easy to get them and since I have
taken this position, this year we had because of the new Administration, we had about
forty (40) vacancies in contrast to the upcoming year where we have about nine (9), so
it is been very difficult and it has kept me extremely busy trying to fill vacancies. I can
tell you since taking this position, I have been extremely impressed at the caring and
the work that every single individual puts into it. They do tremendous amount ofwork.
It is not always quick. We are under the same constraints as you all are with Sunshine
and so it is a very deliberative process. I think that for Boards & Commissions, we are
exceptionally challenged in the recent years in that three (3) of the Commissions have
been going through a hiring process, which seems to take quite a bit of time. But I can
tell you similar to the Police Commission where each.. .which the commission itself
reviewed over one hundred thirty (130) applications, so similarly the Fire Commission,
similarly the Civil Service Commission is reviewing for themselves each application and
scoring it, going through it, and then going through a multi-phased process in order to
carry out their duty of a due diligence. I cannot even begin to explain how impressed
and amazed I am at the work that they do.

Councilmember Cowden: I want to acknowledge at how important it is
when we are in the hiring process to not switch horses in the middle of the stream. What
I am seeing is how much work is going through and in the Fire Commission, they went
through the entire process and were not able to.. .the person they asked for dropped out
at the last minute, having to start it all over again, so that continuity is incredibly
important. For the commission meetings that I do attend, which is about half of them,
maybe a little more, I see that people are regularly attending training. For example,
the Fire and the Police, they go to different conferences, is that correct?
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Ms. Ching: Yes, it is.

Councilmember Cowden: As a County, we ~really invest in these
volunteers in their understanding and learning.

Ms. Ching: Yes.

Councilmember Cowden: I am envious that I cannot go to some of these
conferences, because they really do discuss what is learned and when they share back
is of great value. I just want to acknowledge the strong job.. .1 am only going to be
speaking on this first person, because it is collectively and we do have one (1) of our
people here, who I have probably been the hardest on from the Charter Review
Commission, because I struggle with that particular group and I just want to say the
level of professionalism and acceptance of pushback and a very diligent effort to do the
best that they can to be looking at an incredibly important position, so important it
makes me uncomfortable. I want to say that these people are volunteers. With the
Planning Commission, do we have a full commission right now?

Ms. Ching: No, we do not. We have a couple ofvacancies in
there.

Councilmember Cowden: We have a couple of vacancies, so if people are
watching and you have good knowledge on this, I hope people apply, but that is probably
about fifty (50) hours of work. If someone does a diligent job, it is an incredible amount
of work, and I think that I just cannot overstate the importance of having competent
commissions because the role that they play is so valuable and decisive in what we do,
also with the Board ofWater. So, thank you. I do not look at this flippantly, I look at it
with gratitude to all those who are being replaced into their position. All of these are a
second term, with the exception of one, Pat Stack, and I know he has been on other ones.
I am trying to remember, but he seems to be diligent in his commitment to what he
does, so I just really felt that it was important to have that acknowledgement. I hope
that some of them are watching and I thank you. Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Kuali’i.

Councilmember Kuali’i: Thank you for being here Ellen. Since you are
up there I will ask a quick question. It sort of has to do with how long a person could
serve and what is the basic service. So, what is the term after you are appointed, for
how long, and how many terms can you serve?

Ms. Ching: In general, you can serve a three-year term and
be appointed for a second three-year term.
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Councilmember Kuali’i: So, it would be two (2) three-year terms, right?

Ms. Ching: Yes.

Councilmember Kuali’i: I know that we received testimony specifically
opposing one (1) reappointment and it is over one (1) issue or one (1) decision, and I do
not ever think of voting against someone just for one (1) particular thing like that, but
the public can know that their terms are limited as well. Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Evslin.

Councilmember Evslin: Thank you Ellen for coming. For someone who
is possibly interested in serving on a commission, what is the process for them to apply?

Ms. Ching: They can go to Boards & Commission webpage
and there is an application link and they can fill out the application. Once they
submitted their application, it will go directly to me.

Councilmember Evslin: Great, thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Cowden.

Councilmember Cowden: Since Councilmember Kuali’i brought up the
point of contention and saying that this particular person in the Liquor Control
Commission did not read the minutes; you would have been present at all of this, is
there any accuracy ofwhat we are seeing here?

Ms. Ching: Regarding the testimony, in opposition to the
appointment to the Liquor Control Commission, if you look at the third paragraph in
reference to that occasion, I was present at that occasion and I can tell you that the
individual that changed their vote, they were not coached, they were not. . .that person
said on the floor that they were confused initially about the motion and based on that
when the motion was restated, they of their own volition stated that they wanted to
change their vote. I was there at the time that happened. That is my recollection.

Councilmember Cowden: I want to say I know both of these individuals
personally. Both are very powerful independent thinkers, both who have handled many,
many controversial items and I cannot imagine that one approached the other.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Evslin.

Councilmember Evslin: In the past the Boards & Commissions.. .1 used
to put on classes on Sunshine Law and Robert’s Rules of Order for Commissioners and



COUNCIL MEETING 15 NOVEMBER 20, 2019

Councilmembers and anyone from the public who was interested. Are those still
occurring?

Ms. Ching: They have not occurred this year. My primary
focus has been filling the vacancies and making sure that the Commissions can move
forward and do the work that they need to do. This coming year, that is one of the
things that I am really looking at as to how we can provide training to all of the
Commissioners. I am hoping that I will have the majority of the vacancies filled,
especially now that I have gotten over this initial bump. I am also looking more globally
about how we can improve training, how can we make it more accessible for the people
coming in, and just looking at overall at upping the quality of it and really wanting to
be a lot more pointed in. . .1 think it was generalized training on Sunshine and Robert’s
and on conducting the business in a general sense, but I think there is a lot of
Commissions like the Planning Commission that is very specialized, the Water Board,
and so forth, and I would like to see more directed, pointed type of training specific to
those Commissions.

Councilmember Evslin: Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Cowden.

Councilmember Cowden: Thank you. I think that is really important that
there is directed-specific training and I have been, as I stated earlier, encouraged that
they are going and being supported in going to these different conferences. My
observation over the years is each Commission, all the positions are not just simply open
and equal. One is meant to represent maybe Hawaiian cultural understanding,
business, environment.. . a range depending. We even have an arborist group, a tree
commission. We have a range of perspectives, correct?

Ms. Ching: Yes.

Councilmember Cowden: I think that is really important and I just
cannot understate how much power and control the Boards & Commissions have and it
is really important for us to be vigilant that we get the right members in there. I just
happen to know all these people and I feel comfortable with all of them. I would not just
rubberstamp it and it is important that the community understands it as well for what
is happening. Thank you. Those are all of my questions.

Council Chair Kanesbiro: Are there any other questions? Councilmember
Kagawa.

Councilmember Kagawa: After hearing you speak so long about this, I
am almost inclined to vote “no” on all. The point I am trying to make is that we had
twelve (12) years of Baptiste and ten (10) years of Carvalho. I was hoping when we have
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a new mayor that we are going to shake the bag a little bit and what I am seeing is the
same names all over again. If I am mayor in two (2) or three (3) years, I guarantee you
that I will fill everyone new out of this list. I am going to shake the bag. I am serious.
You are doing your job, whatever.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone else? Thank you.

There being no objections, the meeting was called back to order, and proceeded
as follows:

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there any final discussion? Councilmember
Evslin.

Councilmember Evslin: I served on the Public Access, Open Space and
Natural Resources Preservation Fund Commission (Open Space Commission) for
two (2) years and we often could not make quorum, because we only had five (5)
members and if someone was not there, we could not meet. I recognize the value of
trying to fill these positions and I recognize how difficult it can be going from forty (40)
vacancies, filling thirty-one (31) of those, and getting it down to nine (9), so I appreciate
the work that Ellen has done in bringing more people into this. I appreciate everyone
willing to se:rve on a Commission. I think it is every other week for most of these or at
least once a month for three (3) hours to twelve (12) hours for the Planning Commission.
It is a tremendous amount of totally volunteer work. If you are doing work outside of
that, there is a lot of research that should be done, et cetera, so anyone willing to serve,
I appreciate their willingness to go forward. Obviously, I will be voting to approve those
who are reappointing and appointed today.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone else? The motion on the floor
is to approve Board of Ethics, Susan H. Burriss. Can I get a roll call vote, please?

The motion for adoption of Resolution No. 20 19-55 was then put, and carried
by the following vote:

FOR ADOPTION: Brun, Chock, Cowden, Evslin,
Kagawa, Kuali’i, Kaneshiro TOTAL — 7*,

AGAINST ADOPTION: None TOTAL -0,
EXCUSED & NOT VOTING: None TOTAL -0,
RECUSED & NOT VOTING: None TOTAL -0.

(*pursuant to Rule No. 5(b) of the Rules of the Council of the County of Kaua’i,
Councilmember Kagawa was noted as silent, but shall be recorded as an affirmative
for the motion).

JADE K. FOUNTAIN-TANIGAWA, County Clerk: Seven (7) ayes.



COUNCIL MEETING 17 NOVEMBER 20, 2019

Resolution No. 20 19-56 - RESOLUTION CONFIRMING MAYORAL
REAPPOINTMENT TO THE BOARD OF REVIEW (Craig A. De Costa):
Councilmember Kuali’i moved for adoption of Resolution No. 2019-56, seconded by
Councilmember Brun.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there anyone in the audience wishing to
testify on this item? Bruce.

There being no objections, the rules were suspended to take public testimony.

(Councilmember Kagawa was noted as not present.)

BRUCE HART: Out of curiosity, I think I will ask Ellen, but
one hundred thirty (130) applications for the Police Commission, it seems as I have
sat here through the years that some Commissions are far more popular than others,
so I am kind of wondering about it. Also, I have thought about it before, but I do not
think I am qualified and as the discussion proceeded, it is like the people that occupy
these seats, they seem to have a lot more qualifications than me. I am wondering
would it be a good idea to have some unqualified people on these Commissions? The
way I see it and it is not a criticism, but there is a whole segment of the population
that is excluded. That is why it is hard to fill the applications. You need to have a
Business Degree, you need to have a Law Degree, know about water, you need to
understand all the ins and outs, and so it seems to me that it is a pretty narrow
selection. Thank you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Thank you. Is there anyone else?

There being no further testimony, the meeting was called back to order, and
proceeded as follows:

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Is there any discussion from the members?
Councilmember Brun.

Councilmember Brun: Bruce, you should apply, because a lot of these
people is within the group and it is all about politics. Maybe there should be someone
unqualified on a commission or someone with commonsense. Sometimes people are
really smart with no common sense. I encourage you to apply for a commission. Thank
you.

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Councilmember Cowden.

Councilmember Cowden: I encourage anyone to apply for any of these
positions and “qualify” does not mean all the paperwork. It means certainly
commonsense, certainly interest, and certainly experienced.

(Councilmember Kagawa was noted as present.)
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Councilmember Cowden: I would personally love it if we had this in a
transparent way where we are able to see who is being chosen from, but in this case, we
are looking at the Board of Review, which is about understanding if someone has been
fairly managed with their real property tax and it is hugely important. People lose their
homes, their livelihoods, their stability, if a decision is not made right. This is an
important position. I just appreciate that there is a little bit of strength coming in on
this.

Councilmember Kagawa: Councilmember Cowden, how many cases has
the Board of Review sided with the public against the Administration; since you know
so much about the Board of Review.

Councilmember Cowden: Thank you for asking that.

Councilmember Kagawa: How much?

Councilmember Cowden: Not enough in my opinion.

Councilmember Kagawa: Zero (0).

Councilmember Cowden: I do not think it is zero (0).

Councilmember Kagawa: How much has gone in favor of the public over
the Administration?

Councilmember Cowden: We just talked about...

Council Chair Kaneshiro: Ellen may be the better person to ask that
question to.

Councilmember Cowden: Yes, she would be the better ask.

Councilmember Kagawa: All of the cases I know of, have all gone with
the Administration. All the ones I know of, seriously, have gone with the
Administration. We have been through this many times, Councilmember Rapozo and
me.

Councilmember Cowden: Let us bring this up because this is very
important. I am going to agree that it is very important and I have definitely sent a
number of people even just this time on that topic. Let ‘us ask that and thank you for
bringing that up.


































































































